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To THE 


READERS 


Gentlemen, 


HAD once the Pleaſure of Read- 

ing to you the Defence of the 
Whole Duty of Man, from the falſe 
Charges of) Mr. V ===—d, Mr. W. — 0. 

and their Adherents; Wich as they 
are in no wiſe able to anſwer, nor 
Indeed is there any Room for an An- 
ſwer, they muſt take Shame to them- 
ſelves, for ſuch their falſe and unjuſt 
Accuſations. I ſhall now take equally 
as great a Pleaſure in Reading to you 
à Letter in Defence of that once moſt 
wellen Divine Archbiſhop Tillogſon, 
| 8 whoſe 


* 


Wo . 
whoſe incomparable Works will be hi 8 
laſting Memorial, and yield Comfort 
and Delight to all true Chriſtian Souls 
that carefully peruſe them, and ſquare 


their Lives according to his Doctrine 
and Directions. 


A curious Letter from a Gentleman 
to Mr. WarTEFIELD, wherein he 
proves that Mr. WRHTTREPIELD knows 
much leſs of Chriſtianity than either 
Archbiſhop TILLOTSON, or 
the AuTHor of the Whole Duty of 
Man. _ 


With REMARKS. 
Rev. Sir, 


Ouching your two Letters, which you have 
cauſed to be publiſhed in this Place, I am in no 
doubt what Spirit you were of, when you wrote 
them, $8 


Not of a ſpirit of humility and meekneſs after the ex- 
ample of our bleſſed Saviour, and as becomes your charac- 
ter, but rather in the gall of bitterneſs, of a ſpirit of pride, 
malice and ny detracting and depreciating the moſt va- 

luable works of other men, on purpoſe to aggrandize your- 
ſelf, and gain credit and reputation to your weak, nay im- 
pudent, nay wicked performances. ELD, 


Had you obſerved common Decency or good 
| Manners in them, you had then been only an Object 
of common Pity z but your contrary Behaviour ex- 

poſes you to the utmoſt Scorn and Contempt of eve- 
ry Reader. You know not, you ſay, how to give flat. 
_ tering Titles, in the Cauſe of Cod; but you know how, 
pretending the Cauſe of God, to bring railing Accu-: 
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(6) 
ſations (which an Archangel durſt not do againſt the 
Devil) to ſuppbrt ſome Crochets you have got in 
your own Brains; how to inſult and abuſe the Me- 
mory and Writings of two of the moſt ſound, pious 
and learned Authors, that ever adorned the Engliſh 
Church or Nation; and how to call God's Truth to 
witneſs the Falſhood of the Goſpel being a Cove- 
nant ! You know how to do all this, and to diſpenſe 
it to the Populace in a Vehicle of cant Terms; with- 


out Senſe or Meaning. And if this be the Spirit of 


Methodiſm, my Soul come not thou into their Secret. 


lere, you may behold the moſt conſummate impudence 


that ever yet appeared in the whole Chriſtian world; for, 


, mov'd by his hot Enthuſiaſtic brain, he abſolutely denies that 


healing covenant of grace, which God himſelf, out of infi- 
nite love and compaſſion, was pleaſed to make with man; 
and which has ſince, well known to all, been ratified and 
confirmed by the coming and ſufferings of Fe/us Chriſt, and 
is fully contained in the Holy Goſpel, to have an exiſtence; 


or to be any covenant at all, or that God ever made any 


other covenant with man than the firſt covenant of works 
with Adam : Do THIS AND LIVE; TRANSGRESS AND 
DIE; but this erroneous opinion of his you may ſee more 
fully refuted in the Defence of the hole Dnty of Man; 


* ſurely ! this and ſuch like apparently falſe and mad expreſ- 


fions, and that- in public too, muſt need lower the credit of all 


other his novel doctrines, and render him ridiculous to all, 


but ſuch as are as mad ar. Enthuſiaſtic as himſelf, 


But have you indeed vindicated your Aﬀertion; 
that the Archbiſhop Tillotſon knew no more of Chri- 


ſtianity than Mahomet ? Pray, how have you done 
it? Why, in a very ſuitable Manner, by ad vancing 
two other Aſſertions equally falſe and ſlanderous, and 


equally wanting a Vindication ; v2, that the Arch- 
biſhop knew of no other than a bare hiſtorical Faith ; 
and that, as to the Method of our Acceptance with 


God thro? Fejus Chriſt, and our Juſtification by Faith 


alone, he was as ignorant as Mabomet, e 
W | Pray 


— — rn n 2s a, FS , 


1 


Pray obſerve here how N this very learned man 
argues? to prove that Archbiſhop illotſon knew no more 
of Chriſtianity than Mahomet, he tells you, Becauſe he was 
as ignorant as Mahomet, Fine reaſoning indeed ? 


Now (Sir) have you proved, or attempted to 
prove, that the Archbiſhop knew of no other than a 
bare hiſtorical Faith ? No: Every Spiritual Man, 
you ſay, that reads his Diſcourſes may ſee it. Did you 
take this on truſt from your honour'd frien J. W? 
If you did, you muſt not loſe your Reward. If 
you grounded it on your own Knowledge of thoſe 
Diſcourſes, how came this Paſſage of them in parti- 
cular, beſide many others, not to confound you ? 
Vol. II. Fol. Serm. 52. But then this Faith muſt not bo 
a bare Aſent and Perſuaſion of the Truth of the Goſ- 

pel, but ſuch an effeftual Belief, as expreſſeth itſelf in 
| ſuitable Acts of Obedience and Holineſs, ſuch as the 
Apoſtle bere calls a Faith which worketh by Love; 
a Faith that is inſpir'd and acted, or rather con- 
ſumate and made perfect by Charity, (for /o the 

Word doth often fignify) and then this Phraſe will be 
juſt of the ſame Importance with that of St. James, by 
Works is Faith made perfect. Remember (Sir) 
this Paſſage muſt look you full in the Face at the 
great Day. Fe, 


Is it poſſible for the faith of a Chri/tlan man, to be more 
fully, clearly, and more perfectly exprefled than in theſe 
words of the moſt learned Archbiſhop ? Is not this 
Faith once delivered to the ſaints? Is not this the faith we 
. Juſtly contend for ? Is not this the faith which all Chriſtian 
believers have the priviledge to plead? And is allowed b 
God himſelf, to ſupply the defect of full obedience ; and fo 
by virtue of that faith, Chri/tian believers are admitted to life 
and immortality as if they were perfectly righteous. Where 
there no law of works, ſays the learned Mr. Locke, there 
could be no law of faith, for there could be no need of 
faith, which ſhould be counted to men for righteouſneſs, if 
there were no law to be the rule and meaſare of righteouſ- 


neſs 


(8) 


neſs, which men failed in their obedience to; the rule 


therefore of the covenant of works was never aboliſhed, 
tho? the rigours were abated ; the duties enjoined in it were 
duties ſtill, their obligations never ceaſed ; for this reaſon, 
and becauſe, thro' the infirmities of our nature, we were 
not able to pay a perfect obedience, God of his infinite 
mercy and goodneſs freely gave us his well-beloved ſon to 
take our nature upon him, and to pay a perfect obedience, 
and fulfill the law for us, and ſo thro' faith in him, 7z. 6. 


of his . ifs ſufferings, and death, reſurrection and aſ- 
is 


cenſion, and his fitting at the right hand of God making 
interceſſion for mankind, and a due repentance of our in- 
numerable fins and tranſgreſſions of the law, God is pleaſed 

to accept us, as tho' we had fulfilled the law in every point. 


This is the remedy which God himſelf out of infinite 


mercy has preſcribed, and given to heal the breaches of a 
depraved nature. 


you was deceived, Who decived * Dr. Edwards, or 
your honoured friend 7. /——{ f Or rather was it not 


a juggle betwixt you and your honoured friend, to deceive 


your followers, in hopes of undetection and impunity, by 
condemning the works of two ſuch invaluable authors, 


{tripping one of his faith, and the other, as you call it, of 
his fundamentals, in order to prevent a more ſcrupulous 


enquiry into your own corrupt and abominable doctrines. 
But be that as it will, this I can fairly tell you, that you 

have fixed it ſo compleatly between you, in regard to theſe 
falſe and groundleſs charges, that whatever is truly ſaid of 

one, will be juftly believed of the other ; and I appeal to 
the whole Chriſtian world, if they do not each deſerve the 
ſame puniſhment actually to be inflicted now, as tho” the 
Archbiſnop and the other unparallell'd Divine (an Arch- 
biſhop too, fo far as they can tell) were now both living, 
and in full ſtrength ; yet this great impoſtor and ſeducer of 
mankind has moſt audacioully threatened to come and bear 
public teſtimony againſt the falſe writings of our admired 
Rabbies ; but it will be expected that he receives firſt the 


proper reward of the falſe teſtimony he has already delivered, 
agnatum, 
of the ſpiritual rebellion, into which he has not only, thro“ 


of his lying and ſlandering, of the Scandalum 


ride and arrogance, plunged himſelf, but many other un- 
wary ones by his falſe arguments, and deluſive ſpeeches, 


Have 


How dare you then, Sir, call this a bare 
hiſtorcial Faith ? What can you ſay for yourſelf? that 


Fern 


N (9) 

Have you proyed for certain the Archbiſhop knew 
no more of the Method of our Acceptance with 
God, Sc. than Mahomet ? Unfortunately then it 
turns out, that you have proved the ſame of your 
ſelf alſo. The naughty Paſſage by which you have 
prov'd this of the Archbiſhop, you have interpolated, 
Reſtored, with the Interpolation *twixt Hooks, it 
runs thus : F 
* You ſee then what it is, that muſt recommend 
us to the Fayour of God ; the real Renovation of 
our Hearts and Lives, after the Image of him 
that created us. (This muſt be repaired in us) be- 
© fore we can hope to be reſtored to the Grace and 
« Favour of God, or to be capable of the Reward of 
Eternal Life. And what could God have done 
* more reaſonable, than to make theſe very things 
the Terms of our Salvation, which are the neceſſa- 
© ry Cauſes and Means of it? How could he have 
dealt more mercifully and kindly with us, than to 
< appoint that to be the Condition of our Happineſs, 
* which is the only Qualification that can make us ca- 
* pable of it? e 5 


a br 


* K 


Had St. Paul been alive and read this paſſage, I am 
perſuaded, ſays Mr. #——4, he would have pronounced 
an Anathema againſt him that wrote it; for what, ſays 
he, can be more contradictory to the Goſpel of Feſus 
Cbriſt; here is not a word mentioned about the all- ſuffi- 
| cient, perfect and everlaſting righteouſneſs and death of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as being the ſole cauſe and condition of our 
being accepted by the father. Thus has he moſt, impu- 
dently foiſted in St. Paul to condemn the Archbiſhop for 
preaching up the very ſame doctrine of regeneration with 


himſelf, tho? not in the very fame words. 


Nov (Sir) if this Paſſage proves that the Archbi- 
ſhop knew no more of the Method of our Acceptance, 
dec. then what muſt theſe following Paſſages of 


yours prove of you ? n 
F 5 3 WWhitefield's 


| 


is dead in vain.) Our Sanctification, which is the 


© ed, as the ſole Cauſe of our Juſtification and Salva« 


(10) 

WWhitfield*s Sermon on Regeneration, p. 14, 1. 
The Apeſtle declares it to be the irrevocable Decree of 
the Almighty, that without Holineſs, 7. e. without be. 
ing made pure by Regeneration, and having the Image 
of God thereby re-inſtampd upon the Soul, no Man 
living ſhall ſee the Lord. Audit is very obſervable, 
that our Divine Maſter, in the famous Paſſage before 
referred to, concerning the abſolute Neceſſity of Rege- 
neration, does nat ſay, unleſs a Man be born again he 
ſhall not, hut unleſs a Man be born again, he cannot 


enter into the Kingdom of God. For it is founded in 


the very Nature of Things, that unleſs we have Diſpo- 
fetions wrought in us ſuitable and anſwerable to the Ob. 
jets that are to entertain us, we can take no Manner 
of Complacency ar Satigfaction in them; &c. —— Nay 
in one Place of Scripture, Sanctification is put before 
Juſtification n purpoſe, as it were to ſhew, that there 
is no Salvation to be had without it. But ye are waſh- 
ed, ſays the Apoſtle, but ye are ſanctiſied, and then 
it follows, but ye are uſted. —— Another indiſput- 
able Argument why we muſt be new Creatures, vin. 
becauſe without it Chriſt is dead in vain. 
If St. Paul would prenounce an Anathema againſt 
the Archbiſhop on that naughty of «his, how much 
more would he do ſo againſt you on theſe of your's! 
Here (in theſe Paſſages of your's) is not a Word a- 
©* bout the All-ſufficient, perfect and everlaſting 


© Righteouſneſs and Death of Chriſt, as the ole 


+ Cauſe and Condition of our being accepted by the 
Father.“ (But what aſſerts the direct contrary, vin. 
that the Righteouſneſs and Death of Chriſt are not 
All- ſufficient as the ſole Cauſe of our being accepted 
by the Father; but that without Regeneration, Chriſt 


Effect and not the Cauſe of Chrift's Righteouſnels 
being imputed to us, is here as elſewhere repreſent- 


tion. So that? (a monſtrous Inference!) our Righ- 
GT TO © teoulnels 


„ | 
* © teouſneſs, which is but as filthy Rags, is here va- 
f © lued at ſo high a Price, as to be made to purchaſe, 
i © or which is the ſame, is made the Cauſe, of our en- 
e J joying Chriſt, and Heaven and Eternal Happineſs ? 
n And what is this but Deiſm reſmed?“ No, Sir, 


E PI! tell you what it is; arrant Gibberiſh and Non- 
» ſenſe; and equally ſo applied to the Archbiſhop's 
e Paſſage or your own. | 8 ns 
he The Archbiſhop has aſſerted, Regeneration, or the 
ot mage of God being repaired in us, as a neceffary 
in Cauſe, that is inſtrumental Cauſe, and Means of our 


Salvation: And have not you aſſerted, that without 
this, N Man ſhall ſee the Lord; without it we can- 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; without it, 
there is no Salvation; and without it, Chriſt is dead 
in vain? The Archbiſhop has aſſerted it the only 
Qualification, that makes us capable of Happineſs: 
And have not you aſſerted it as ſuch, founded on the 
very Nature of Things. Or is the aſſerting it the on 
Qualification of our Happineſs, repreſenting it as the 


vn. . fole Cauſe of our Salvation? Lay your Hand upon 
your Heart (Sir) and ſay, whether the Archbiſhop 

ink has not aſſerted a Supreme Cauſe of that very Qual ji- 
uch cation] But above all; ſuppoſing the Archbiſhop 
irs! and yourſelf from him, (for let even a Methodiſt tay, 
d a+ whether on the Compariſon, there be no Grounds to 
ting preſume, that you had the chicf Materials of your 
fole Diſcourſe from his; eſpecially from the Paragraphs 
the next preceding (that you cenſure) had worded your 
UIZ, Sentiments in ſuch a manner, as to leave it doubtful, 
not WW whether you meant Regeneration the Sole Cauſe of 
pted Juſtification and Salvation or no; yet how will this 
Hhriſt ſupport your monſtrous Inference, 


* So that our R'ghteouſneſs, which is but as filthy 
© Rags, 1s here valued at ſo high a Price, as to be 
made to purchaſe, or which is the ſame, is made 
\ © the Cauſe of our enjoying Chriſt, and Heaven, and 
Eternal Happineſs? And what is this but Deiſm 


eie = 
refined? How long is it fince you have made 
| Regeneration or San#ification (for you love dearly to 
ſhuffle among Terms.) OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS? 


Alas, my old Friend, whither is your poor Head now 
a wandering ! Cc. | 


Another inſtance of his profound logical head ! For this 
inference (apparently to all that read it) is equally as falſe 
and groundleſs as his bold affertion of the Archbiſhop's 
knowing of no other than @ bare hiftorical Faith, the con- 
trary of which has been fairly proved beyond all diſpute 
and contradiction, According to the doctrine of this 
brain-ſick Enthuſiaſt, all manner of righteouſneſs and good 

works may be quite laid aſide, fince according to him 
they are fit for nought but the dunghill, and conſequent- 
ly can profit us nothing. If ſo, pray how came they ſo 
early and in the very beginning to be miſtaken as to the 
value and eſteem of righteouſneſs, as to make it the molt di- 
ſtinguiſhing character of Abel, and that he ſhould be, and 

is called righteous Abe! to this day? How came God 
himſelf in the Decalogue to promiſe a reward of long 
life, as a bleſſing to all thoſe that paid due honour and 
obedience to their natural parents? How came the pro- 
phet David, a man after God's own heart, to deceive us, 
and tell us, that God plenteouſly rewardeth the proud 
doer, or ſuch as take pleaſure and delight in well-doing ? 
And hew came another prophet to advice us, to do juſ- 
tice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God? "The Au- 
thor of the J/hole Duty of Man, according to this doctrine 
have taken much pains to little purpoſe, he might have 
ſaved himſelf the trouble of diſtinguiſhing between poktive 
and negative juſtice, ſince they are equally uſeleſs and un- 
profitable ; nothing being more right and juſtifiable, ac- 
cording to the doctrine and practice of this feeling faint, 
than to lead away captive filly women, and to rob and 
plunder, under religious pretences, both at home and 
abroad, which according to his own words, he has effected 


to ſome purpoſe indeed; this ſame letter containing in it 


ſomething very extraordinary concerning the faith of this 
found divine as to the things of this life. I mult beg 
leave to repeat it; I had rather, ſays he, live by faith, and 
depend on God for the ſupport of my preſent great, and 
yet increaſing family, than to have the largeſt viſible fund in 
the univerſe ; but in a few lines lower you will Pea 

| ; 18 
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his faith begins to waver ; ſor tho' he declares his truſt in 
God for the ſupport of his Orphan-houſe in Georgia, yer 
he dares not to truſt him upon the forks of Delaware 
| but as actually, as he ſays himſelf, taken up 5060 acres of 
good land, under a pretence of erecting a ſchcol for the 
education and maintenance of all ſuch Negroes, whether 
young or old, that ſhall be ſent unto him, old ones it 
ſeems he expects to beg, but young ones, he fays, in the 
very next words, he intends to buy, and does not deſpair 
of ſeeing à room full of that deſpiſed generation, er 
rather in the fields, cultivating his lands, which when 
improved will yield him a more plentiful fortune than 
he ceuld have gained in Old Englend by 5oco years 
preaching, the land (after the exainple of Kingſwood ſchool : 
houſe to Mr. Y/——)} being ſecured according to Mr. Se- 
 ward's Journal, by a proper conveyance to his own dear 
ſelf. But this way of digreſhon, I muſt now return to 
the Scripture-encouragement of righteouſneſs and good 
works; if theſe are to be of no benefit to us towards 
ſalvation, how came our Blefled Saviour himſelf to begin 
his moſt excellent ſermon on the mount, with the appli- 
cation of bleſſings to a variety of good works? Bleſſed 
are the poor in ſpirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ; 
bleſſed are they that mourn, they that are meek, they that 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, they that are merciful, 
they that are pure in heart,the peace-makers,and, they that are 
perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven ; and how came he ver. 20, of the ſame chapter, 
to tell his Apoſtles, that except their righteouſneſs exceeded 
the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees they ſhould in 


no caſe enter the kingdom of heaven © And how came St. | 


2 chap. 2. ver. 14, to ſay, What doth it profit my 
ethren, tho' a man ſay he hath faith, and have not works? 
and ver. 26. he ſays, As the body without the ſpirit is dead, 
fo faith without works 1s dead alſo, Thus you ſee righte- 
ouſneſs and good works are recommended and encouraged 
throughout the whole tenour of the Scriptures from Geneſis 
_ almoſt even to the Revelations, and yet this experienc'd 
divine adviſes us to throw them all aſide as filthy rags for 
the dunghill ; and for what? not for the faith expreſſed by 
the much-abuſed Archbiſhop, which works by love; but 
for ſuch a weak and inſufficient a faith as his own, which 
is ſo far from removing of mountains, that he has given it 
away as I have proved in exchange for land to ſupport, 
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Humiliation ; God ſeems with a ſort of joy to acquaint his 
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(14) 
On the contrary, eur good and gracious God is ſo far 
from diſcouraging the weakeſt endeavours of ſuch as' are 
fincerely deſirous to pleaſe him, that many times he takes 
notice of a meer outhde hypocritical ſervice, ſo as to lay 
aſide his wrath for the preſent, and reward it with tempo- 
ral bleſſings, as appears from that well known caſe of Aha#'s 


prophet with it. 1 Kings 21. ver. 29. Seeſt thou how 
Ahab humbleth bimſelf; I will not bring the evil in his days; 
and imperfect goodneſs you ſee, goes not without a re- 
ward; and it is recorded of Abijab the fon of Fereboam, 
that he alone of his ſeed ſhould die a natural death, and 
have an honourable burial, becauſe 1 Kings 14. ver. 13. 
In bim there was found fome good thing tawards the Lord 
God of Israel; this I muſt obſerve to you is not here men- 
tioned to encourage any to content themſelves with an hy- 
pocritical partial obedience ; God forbid z but to take men 
off, from an opinion that it is to no purpoſe at all, to do 
ſomething of their duty, if they don't do every thing ; 
and to ſhew how kindly God receives even thoſe that be- 
gin to look towards him; if a feigned repentance and 
obedience meet with ſome favour, we may be ſure the 
leaſt ſincere endeavours will be favoured with a more abun- 
dant grace and bleſſing. _. 1 

God hath promiſed, and doth continually afford the 


mighty aſſiſtances of his Hely Spirit to all thoſe that | 
humbly beg it of him, to ſtrengthen them in every good E-1 
work, and to join with, and fecond their faithful endea- ( 
vours; he hath conſidered our infirmities and manifold 1 
temptations, maketh allowances for our wanderings and 
daily failings, and accepteth of ſincerity inſtead of abſo- T 
| Jute perfection. We know that it is in vain for old ſinners n 
to expect to be transformed by the renovation of their ſ: 
minds and practices into new creatures in an inſtant ; the m 


Scripture repreſents ſin as the diſeaſe and fickneſs of the 
ſoul, and a courſe of virtue as its healthful ſtate; but does 
any man expect to recover from a chronical, lingering, in- 


voeterate diſeaſe, to a perfect ſtate of health on a ſudden? 


And it is juſt thus in the caſe of the ſoul, tho a man may 


on a ſudden be very wicked, yet no wicked man can be 
examplarily good upon his firſt endeavours to be fo ; tho" 


our new pretenders to ſaintſhip, it ſeems, make the moſt 
infamous and proſtitue, immediately upon the joining of 


them, from the greateſt ſinners immediately to become 
faints, all being ſuch who are of their way, and all others 


reprobate; 
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reprobate ; and that the child of grace being once aſſured 
of falvation, never doubteth after; but theſe men, their 
religion being yet in its infancy, have not fully agreed up- 
on the principles they are te found their practice ; fer, ac- 
cording to Mr. Seward's Journal, Tueſday, May 13, he 
ſays: * Was exerciſed yeſterday and this day with inward 
conflicts my heart is ſo proud and ſtubborn that it re- 
« quires ſevere trials to humble and break it. Vedneſday. 
c ay 14. Was much exerciſed again with inward con- 
« flicts all this morning, and could not pray for my friends, 
but only figh and grown before the Lord to get my proud 
© and hard heart ſoftened and broke At length the Lord 
gave me freedom to unburden myſelf to brother G 
and then I eat and drank, which I could not do before, 


nor could I look before, upon any portion of Scripture 


* but Fob's, David's, and Feremiah's Lamentations !“ 
Now this Gentleman, according to Mr. Whitefield, was 


thoroughly regenerated, tho? his ſtubborn heart, as he calls 


it, held out and could not be brought to yield in leſs than 
ſix weeks time; and yet, according to his own words, he 
ſeems to be fearful of a relapſe, and as tho* a man might 
forfeit his right to grace, after he had once received it. 

We know and are aſſured, that God doth not flight any 
weak attempts, but cheriſheth the very firſt beginnings of 
virtue and goodneſs ; he doth not forſake us at our firſt re- 
fuſal, but ſtill ſtands at the door knocking, waiting our 


| amendment ; he is always ready at hand to help. and ſuc- 


cour us under all temptations or diſcouragements that we 
ny meet with in our Chri/tian courſe. 


ut to ſum up the whole, our Bleſſed Saviour's incar- _ 


nation and perfect obedience even unto death is the ſole 
meritorious cauſe of our acceptance with God, and of our 
ſalvation ; he alone purchaſed thoſe great benefits for us, 
made atonement, paid our ranſom, and procured this co- 


venant of grace from God, wherein eternal life is promiſed 


to penitent ſinners; but then theſe great advantages are 


not immediately and abſolutely conferred upon us, but 


under certain qualifications and conditions of repentance, 
faith, and fincere obedience ; for the performance of which 
the Holy Spirit is never wanting to fincere endeavours. 
Hence it appears very plainly, that in the Goſpel of 
{ſus Chrift God Almighty, out of his infinite compaſ- 
lon to his degenerate creatures, hath preſcribed ſuch me- 
thods, appointed ſuch means, given ſuch examples, en- 
couragements and aſſiſtances, that nothing can be thought 
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fit and likely to promote the fal vation of all meg, bor 
what his goodneſs aud Wiſdom hath therein moſt xt 
_ danitly ſupply us with, "Ales we Would have him offer 
Violante to the liberty of Gir 1-111, an force us to be Vit- 
tyous and hap;5y Whether we will or e hien ould 
de to alter our natures; and make us Anqther fort gf Crea. 
tures; but ſuch care is, taken, ſuch prövifion is mage for 
our happineis, that we have nothing left as but only the 
power of being miſerabl:;. it it be Hur reſolved mind, 
(nothwithſtandirig all polſibte oblications to the contrary) 
to be fo, And whotbut' a ſet "of mad ahdFramic-mings 
would ever have deſerted a church where althe neceffaries 
to falvation are ſo conſtantiy preachen aud practiſed, for 
the ſake only of following ſome diſgueſkethery zeatots, who 
have withdrawn, themſelves ſrom the Commultion of the 
Church of England (notwithſtanding their falſe charges and 
accuſations) more for want of ABF'preferments than her 
want of the principles and practices 0 Ohriſtianit 7. 
I cannot better conclude tha ith 1 of [2D ex- 
cellent Collect of our Church,, . 7 


ORE eſpetially we pray far il good 7" oY of 
IVI. Catholick Church 5 hat it may be ſo guided 
| and eb 4 by thy Sb <1. pal. all. wha, profeſs 

ard 0a?! themſetves Chriſtian racy le ken ingpethe 52 

ef truth, and hold the fairhcau t ty af /pirit; in the 


you of 0 1 and in T1 8 jr M. Aen. 


1 
„ "WI. © 4 


